
		

	

	

	

CHRIST	AT	THE	CENTRE	

THE	MEANING	AND	PURPOSE	OF	A	CATHOLIC	SCHOOL	
(Anne	Robertson,	Director	of	Schools	Archdiocese	of	Cardiff)	

	
On	 5	May	 2020	 the	Welsh	 Government	 published	 a	 consultation	 document	 entitled	 “Curriculum	 for	
Wales:	 Religion,	 Values	 and	 Ethics”.	 This	 consultation	 contains	 proposals	which	will	 change	 both	 the	
nature	 and	 the	 method	 in	 which	 Religious	 Education	 is	 taught	 and	 practiced	 in	 Catholic	 schools.	 It	
proposes	changing	 the	name	of	Religious	Education	to	Religion,	Values	and	Ethics	 (RVE).	According	 to	
the	consultation	document,	this	teaching	should	be	pluralistic	in	value,	the	consultation	says.	It	must	be	
balanced	 in	 its	 content	 and	manner	 of	 teaching.	 It	 should	 reflect	 the	 range	of	 different	 religions	 and	
philosophical	 convictions	 or	 world	 views	 which	 are	 held	 by	 people	 in	 Wales	 and	 Great	 Britain.	 Any	
Agreed	Syllabus	for	Religion,	Values	and	Ethics	must	reflect	both	religious	and	also	non-religious	beliefs	
which	are	philosophical	convictions	within	the	meaning	of	Article	2	Protocol	1	(and	which	are	therefore	
beliefs	within	 the	meaning	of	Article	9)	of	 the	European	Convention	on	Human	Rights.	 	These	 include	
non-religious	beliefs	such	as	humanism	and	atheism.		
	

These	proposals	will	cause	problems	for	Catholic	schools	and	their	teaching	of	RE.	The	theological	basis	
of	the	teaching	and	Religious	Education	our	schools	is	that	Jesus	Christ	is	at	the	Centre	of	all	that	we	do	
and	all	that	we	are.	Religious	Education	is	not	merely	a	subject	to	be	studied,	but	a	relationship	to	be	
lived.	For	Catholic	people,	faith	in	Jesus	Christ	is	not	just	a	choice	of	one	lifestyle	amongst	many.	It	is	at	
the	core	of	our	lives	and	the	reason	for	the	commitment	of	our	Catholic	schools	to	nurture	in	our	pupils	
the	truth	that	they	may	know	God	and	be	known	by	God.	
	

This	does	not	mean	that	our	parents,	 teachers	and	pupils	are	unaware	or	 ignorant	of	different	beliefs	
and	religious	practices	 in	the	pluralistic	society	of	Wales	and	the	United	Kingdom.	Given	that	many	of	
our	 schools	have	pupils	 from	different	 religious	backgrounds,	 and	none,	 is	 just	one	 indication	of	 that	
reality.	Parents	make	a	conscious	choice	for	their	children	to	be	educated	within	a	Catholic	framework,	
not	 least	 as	 this	 gives	a	perspective	on	 life,	 and	 love	and	 seeing	 the	world	 through	 the	eyes	of	 Jesus	
Christ	and	his	teaching.	At	the	very	heart	of	this	teaching,	lies	the	dignity,	respect	and	equality	of	every	
human	person.	This	is	also	the	characteristic	which	marks	the	legislation	on	Human	Rights	quoted	in	the	
consultation	document.	These	principles	lie	at	the	heart	of	the	Catholic	faith.	They	are	naturally	central	
to	the	life	of	a	Catholic	school	too.	Pope	Francis	continually	speaks	powerfully	on	this	subject	–	and	puts	
his	teaching	into	action	in	many	powerful	ways.	

In	short,	the	Religion,	Values,	Ethics	consultation	proposes	the	following	for	voluntary	aided	schools	to	
which	the	family	of	Catholic	schools	belong.	The	proposals	concerning	us	most	are:	

1.”A	 voluntary	 aided	 school	with	 a	 religious	 character	must	 provide	 RE	 in	 accordance	with	 the	 Trust	
Deed	of	the	school………The	parent	of	a	pupil	may	ask	the	school	to	provide	RE	 in	accordance	with	an	
agreed	syllabus	adopted	by	the	local	authority….If	a	request	is	made,	the	school	must	secure	RE	for	the	
pupil	 in	 accordance	 with	 an	 agreed	 syllabus	 of	 that	 kind	 unless	 the	 governing	 body	 is	 satisfied	 that	
because	of	any	special	circumstances	it	would	be	unreasonable	to	do	so”.		



COMMENT:	

In	 the	 publication	 “Faith	 in	 Education”	 (2011)	 the	Welsh	 Government	 celebrated	 the	 contribution	 of	
schools	 with	 a	 religious	 character	 to	 the	 wider	 school	 system	 	 “…both	 as	 a	 result	 of	 their	 historical	
role,and	 as	 present	 day	 partners	 in	 contributing	 to	 a	 more	 diverse	 school	 system,	 in	 the	 greater	
opportunities	 for	 parental	 choice	 and	 learner	 engagement”.	 They	 cited	 article	 2,	 Protocol	 1	 of	 the	
European	 convention	 on	 Human	 Rights	 “…to	 respect	 the	 right	 of	 parents	 to	 ensure	 education	 and	
teaching	 in	 conformity	 with	 their	 own	 religious	 and	 philosophical	 convictions”.	 Whilst	 “Faith	 in	
Education”	recognised	the	diversity	provided	by	schools	with	a	religious	character,	 the	result	of	 these	
proposals		would	be	to	enforce	our	schools	to	provide	an	alternative	Religious	Education	syllabus	based	
on	the	Religion,	Values	,Ethics	syllabus	taught	in	other	schools.	
	

2.	 “A	previous	consultation	sought	 the	views	on	 the	practical	 implications	of	a	proposal	 that	 the	new	
curriculum	should	not	provide	a	parental	right	to	withdraw	pupils	from	Religious	Education	(or	Religion,	
Values	Ethics	 in	 the	new	curriculum)	and	 sex	education	 (RSE	 in	 the	new	curriculum).	Again,	 following	
careful	consideration	of	advice	on	the	consultation	responses,	impact	assessment	and	fit	with	the	Welsh	
Government’s	 curriculum	 policy,	 the	 Minister	 for	 Education	 determined	 that	 there	 should	 not	 be	
provision	 for	a	parental	 right	 to	withdraw	pupils	 from	RVE	and	RSE,	with	 the	 introduction	of	 the	new	
curriculum”.	

COMMENT:	

As	the	first	educators	of	their	children,	parents	have	the	right,	and	should	maintain	that	right,	to	remove	
their	 children	 from	 RE	 or	 Relationships	 and	 Sex	 Education	 provision.	 Given	 that	 in	 some	 Catholic	
secondary	 schools	 in	 the	number	of	non-Catholic	pupils	 can	 rise	 to	between	40%	 -	 50%	 	 this	 right	of	
withdrawal	 has	 not	 been	 exercised.	 In	 Catholic	 schools	 10%	 of	 curriculum	 time	 is	 allocated	 to	 the	
teaching	 of	 RE	 in	 accordance	 with	 the	 teaching	 of	 the	 Catholic	 Church.	 It	 is	 inspected	 under	 the	
prescriptions	of	Section	50	by	Diocesan	school	inspectors	who	would	have	no	remit	for	the	inspection	of	
an	RVE	syllabus.		
	

Teachers,	 parents	 and	 the	 church	 authorities	 have	major	 reservations	 about	 the	 proposals	 contained	
within	 this	 consultation.	 If	 approved,	 they	 would	 undermine	 the	 very	 purpose	 of	 the	 provision	 of	
education	 in	 a	 Catholic	 school.	 The	 timing	 of	 the	 consultation	 is	 also	 problematic.	 It	 is	 due	 to	 be	
concluded	 by	 28	 July	 2020.	 This	 consultation	 and	 possible	 implementation	 is	 being	 held	 at	 a	 time	 of	
great	confusion.	The	issues	faces	by	governors	and	teachers	in	“getting	pupils	back	to	school”	are	surely	
challenging	enough	without	the	additional	burdens	being	imposed	by	these	proposed	measures.	Please	
access	 the	 consultation	 document.	 Please	 make	 your	 views	 known.	 Emphasise	 the	 reason	 why	 you	
choose	a	Catholic	education	for	your	children	and	the	necessity	for	a	Catholic	R.E.	curriculum	

The	consultation	document	may	be	accessed	at:	

																												www.gov.wales/legislative-proposals-religion-values-and-ethics		
	

FOR	FURTHER	INFORMATION:	
Arts,	Humanities	and	Well-being	branch	
Curriculum	and	Assessment	Division	
The	Education	Directorate	
Welsh	Government	
Cathays	Park	
Cardiff.	CF10	3NQ	

RVEConsultation@gov.wales		


